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ORIGIN EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO DOTE-OO EB-07 
FMC-01 INR-07 NSAE-00 SAL-01 CG-00 DLOS-04 OES-06 
SP-02 L-03 SS-15 NSC-05 TRSE-00 STR-04 SSO-OO NSCE-00 
INRE-00 /068 R 

DRAFTED BY EUR/SOV :JATREICHEL:BG 
APPROVED BY EUR/SOV:RB ARRY 
EB/MA - RBANK 

MARAD (COMMERCE) RBOURDON 

052952 

O 102313Z MAY 76 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 1 14449 

MARAD FOR BLACKWELL AND BOURDON 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ETRD, EWWT, UR, US 

SUBJECT: MARINE CARGO INSURANCE 

REF: (A) MOSCOW 5643; (B) MOSCOW 15351, OCTOBER 24, 1975 

1 . DEPT RECALLS THAT SOVIETS IN "ORAL NOTE" OF 
OCTOBER 23, 1975, AGREED TO OPEN NEGOTIATIONS ON MARINE 
CARGO INSURANCE (REF 15351). SUBSEQUENT INFORMATION FROM 
SOVIETS INDICATED THAT NEGOTIATIONS WOULD BE HANDLED ON 
SOVIET SIDE BY MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TARDE. NEVERTHELESS, 
THERE HAVE BEEN NO NEGOTIATIONS AS YET ON MARINE CARGO 
INSURANCE. 
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2. WE ARE BECOMING INCREASINGLY CONCERNED OVER SOVIETS' 
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FAILURE TO FOLLOW THROUGH ON THEIR COMMITMENT TO OPEN 
INSURANCE NEGOTIATIONS. MOST RECENTLY THEY STATED THEY 
WOULD BE ABLE TO PROPOSE DATES FOR TALKS IN LONDON BY END 
OF APRIL. WE ARE NOW WELL INTO MAY AND HAVE RECEIVED NO 
PROPOSAL, DESPITE EARLIER ASSURANCES. 

3. AFTER SEVEN MONTHS OF WAITING, US MARINE INSURANCE 
INDUSTRY IS DISSATISFIED WITH OUR ARGUMENT THAT SOVIETS 

ARE READY TO TALK TO US. US MARINE INSURANCE INDUSTRY 
BELIEVES THAT SOVIET MONOPOLY OF INSURANCE ON BILATERAL 
MARINE CARGOES VIOLATES SECTION 301 OF THE TRADE ACT 
AND MAY BE PREPARED TO SEEK REMEDIAL ACTION UNDER THE 
ACT UNLESS THE SITUATION IMPROVES SOON. 

4. IN VIEW OF ABOVE, REQUEST EMBASSY APPROACH MFT AND 
URGE THAT MINISTRY PROPOSE DATES FOR LONDON TALKS BEFORE 
END OF WEEK. TO FACILITATE AGREEMENT ON DATES, SUGGEST 
MINISTRY PROPOSE SEVERAL SETS OF DATES. KISSINGER 
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